WATER      UNDER      THE      BRIDGES
matic victory (for Aerenthal's coup was undoubtedly such) was to
prove a Pyrrhic one.
Now, the inhabitants of Bosnia and Herzegovina were Yugoslavs
of Serbian or Croatian stock, though largely Moslem by religion.
The Serbs had always regarded these provinces as part of their national
inheritance and as their outlet to the sea. Their disillusionment when
Austria quietly annexed them was cruel and intense, and in their
disappointment they turned to Russia, the traditional protector of the
Balkan Slavs, for help. The Panslavists in Russia were no less furious
than the Serbs. Panslav demonstrations were organized in St. Peters-
burg and elsewhere, and diplomatic relations with the Austrian
Government became strained almost to breaking-point. But Ger-
many, in "shining armour" and with "mailed fist and rattling sabre,"
intervened on the side of her ally of the Triple Alliance, and in the
face of a German ultimatum Russia was compelled to yield. The
annexation was resentfully recognized, but the teams were now and
henceforth definitely aligned for the future World War, with France
and Russia on the one side and Austria and Germany on the other,
with Britain and Italy respectively as doubtful starters. The Serbs
were told to be patient, but there the fire of hostility to Austria could
only be damped down and it continued to smoulder vigorously till
August 1914.
It was at this stage in the European drama, early in 1909, that I was
transferred from St. Petersburg. In spite of all my good fortune at
cards and being able to live rent-free in the Embassy, my financial
position was becoming increasingly embarrassing, and when the
Young Turk revolution broke out in Constantinople I had asked to
be sent there. Though Eric Barrington had ceased to be Private
Secretary, a record had apparently been kept of what I had said to
him, for the answer I received was that three years before I had
expressed a preference for Tokio, Tangier, or Teheran, and that it
was to Teheran that I should go. For some service reason or other this
decision was cancelled a month or two later, and in the spring of 1909
I was appointed as Third Secretary to Tokio. I was very sorry to
leave Russia, where I had made so many good friends and had been
most kindly treated. But I wanted to see the world, and the Far East
particularly. Every diplomat was supposed to go sooner or later to
some distant post, and I felt that it would be as well to go far afield
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